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Triesl Family 
 
Willibald (Willy) Triesl  
 

- Willibald (Willy) Triesl was born on May 17th, 1928 in Weiden in der Oberpfalz, Bavaria, Germany.  
- His parents were Karolina (nee Lang) and Lorenz Triesl. 
- In the 1920s Willy’s parents lived in a farm house outside Weiden. 
- When Willy was born, the family moved to Weiden, where they built a house in spite of having little 

money.  
- Willy’s mother was born and raised on a farm in a village named Würz and knew how and where to 

save money. 
- Willy’s father was born in 1900 and raised on a farm outside Weiden. He was a carpenter who 

made all the wood work in trains in an “ERAW” locomotive manufacturing plant.  
- At 16, Lorenz was drafted into service in the First World War. He also served in the Second World 

War.  
- Willy was also drafted into the army when he was 16, from 1944 to 1945, during the Second World 

War. 
- After the war ended, Willy became a millwright and was highly proficient in blueprinting, metal 

work, steel fabrication, drafting and welding.   
- When he completed his study for his trade he drove the Löwenbrau beer truck in Bavaria. He made 

extra money and enjoyed the job. 
- Willy left Germany on October 20th, 1956 and sailed to Canada on the ship, the S.S. Arosa Kulm. 
- He was granted landed immigrant status at Quebec City on October 31st, 1956. 
- He worked for the Canadian Pacific Railway in Hope, British Columbia, and on the Coquahalla 

Highway. 
- He returned from Canada on the sister ship, the S.S. Arosa Sun, at the end of July 1957 to marry 

his bride-to-be, Erika. 
- When he and Erika returned to Canada together in 1958, Willy did not need a sponsor since he had 

already been in Canada and had only returned to Germany to be married.  
- Willy worked grinding cornflowers into glass tumblers for Cornflower Limited during the time they 

lived in Toronto. 
- Willy then got a job in the Bicroft Uranium Mine in Cardiff, near Bancroft, Ontario. 
- When he moved his family to Red Lake in 1959, Willy got a job at the Campbell Red Lake Mines 

through his friend Georg Prem. Willy drove every day to Balmertown to work. 
- He was hired by the Madsen Red Lake Gold Mines, Limited in 1968. He worked underground in the 

stope but was later promoted to head of maintenance of welding and pump operation. 
- Willy and his family left Madsen in 1973. 
- Willy died at age 64 on August 5th, 1992 in Kelowna, British Columbia from mesothelioma, which is 

often a work-related cancer caused by exposure to asbestos.  
 
 
Anna Erika Triesl (nee Bernklau) 
 

- Anna Erika Bernklau was born the second youngest of six children on August 31st, 1940 in Weiden 
in der Oberpfalz, Bavaria, Germany. 

- Her parents were Margareta (nee Hartung) and Alois Bernklau. 
- Erika’s mother was born in 1912 and her father was born in 1913 in Ober Murach, Bohemia (a 

border town of Weiden).  
- Alois’ parents died when he was 12 years old and he and his two brothers and one sister had a 

difficult time being moved from one family to the next.  
- Alois learned locomotive construction and also became a millwright in welding and fabrication. 
- About growing up in Germany, Erika said “I don’t remember a lot of good times. My mother cried a 

lot and worked a lot. I remember the war, the sirens, the planes and the bombs. Every time there 
was a bombing raid we had to scramble and put gas masks on and run into the basement.”  

- Erika’s eldest brother died in 1944 when he was 12 years old. 
- Erika’s father, Alois, was a prisoner-of-war for four years after 1945 when the war ended. 
- Erika had eight years of public school and three years of trade school.   
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- She learned the furrier trade and received her professional papers. She made fur coats, muffs, hats 
and the foxes which ladies wore around their necks and shoulders.   

- When she studied to be a furrier, the seamstress students were also learning their trade in the 
same room so Erika listened well and was able to master both.  

- Her first job in the business was in the “Witt Weiden” sewing factory.  
- Erika had just finished trade school and was working in a local factory when she married Willibald 

(Willy) Triesl on her 17th birthday in 1957.   
- Erika recalls the journey on the ship to Canada in 1958. “I was sea sick right away but when the 

ship came slowly up the St. Lawrence River I stood on the top deck holding onto the railing. It was 
evening, and the sun had slowly gone down. I looked at the copper rooves of the Parliament 
buildings of Quebec City and it was overwhelming for me. I liked Quebec already and thought it 
was very beautiful. A big memory for me was the gala dinner at the end of our sea journey of 
eleven days.  I became pregnant with our first child, Carola, that evening on the ship, except that I 
didn’t know it then.” 

- Erika received her Canadian landed immigrant status at Quebec City upon her arrival on May 2nd, 
1958.   

- While living in Toronto, Erika found work with a sewing company and spent her days making 
dresses and blouses. 

- Eventually they moved to Cardiff, near Bancroft, Ontario, where Willy had found work at the Bicroft 
Uranium Mine. That is where Erika became friends with Denise, a French Canadian mother-to-be 
who was married to a German, Horst Loesche, who worked with Willy in the mine.   

- Erika’s new friend worked hard to teach her all the main English phrases she could think of. They 
also gave birth to children together. “We had our babies together.  She had a boy and I had a girl.  
Carola was to be born on February 5th but instead we had a car accident on that day. I went into 
false labour and Willy brought me to Bancroft, where I still went overtime until February 13th, 

1959 when Carola Rita was born. Willy built a footed wooden box for Carola to sleep in,” Erika 
reminisced. 

- Erika, Willy, and their new baby set off for Red Lake in May 1959. Erika’s reaction to the Red Lake 
area was immediately positive:  “I instantly liked it there. There were real houses which were 
clean. Oh my God, I was craving a sleep in a real bed after we had slept for a week in a tent with 
our newborn baby.” 

- “I really considered Red Lake my home already and I truly felt like I did belong. I had always liked 
nature, camping, fishing, and hunting. The people of Red Lake were friendly and helpful.” 

- Erika and her daughter, Andrea, and her family have lived for many years on their ranch at Rock 
Creek, British Columbia, where they enjoy the mountains, their horses, and the great outdoors. 

- Erika is the proud grandmother of four granddaughters, three grandsons, and one great-
granddaughter. 

 
  
The Couple 
 

- They met during the summer of 1955, one week before Erika’s 15th birthday.   
- Erika relates the story of their courtship: “I was still learning to be a furrier and was working in a 

local fur coat store as an apprentice. After work my girlfriend and I always walked the long way 
through town before we each went home our separate ways. I was walking alongside the convent 
by our St. Joseph’s Church when I heard a BMW motorbike come up behind me. When I stepped 
down to cross the street, Willy cut me off. I gave him an annoyed glare. He said hi and I said hi 
and I walked to the other side. He followed and turned off the bike. Willy introduced himself and I 
told him my name. He asked me if I would go out with him. I said, ‘My Dad is very strict and I 
don’t know if I am allowed to.’ He gave me a ride and let me off a little ways before our house 
because my Dad would have been angry if he saw me on a motorbike. Willy asked me if I would go 
to the fair with him on Sunday to see the fireworks. I told him not to count on it because of my 
Dad. He said, ‘Ill come anyway and check if you can.’ Well, it took a big, fat lie to my Dad to get 
away. I told him my lady boss was taking all of us girls to the fair. He believed it until I got home 
with a big heart (made of baked dough) hanging around my neck. It read, ‘a loving heart for a 
loving girl.’ My Dad looked at me and said, ‘I am sure your boss lady did not buy you that!’ Well, a 
whole year followed of sneaking and hiding until my Willy said, ‘this is enough.” 
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- Willy had asked Erika how old she was and she had said she was older than she was. She was 
nearly 16 at the time but Willy believed that Erika was 17.   

- Erika was always unable to go to the 9 p.m. movie because she had to be home at 8 p.m. sharp. 
One Sunday Erika’s brother went to the door and told Willy that Erika could not go to the 9 p.m. 
show because she was only 16. “Oh, I could have killed my brother, but he did not know of my lie. 
Willy was hurt and did not come over for awhile and ignored me in town. We were already deep in 
love so eventually we talked about the importance of being honest with each other if we were 
going to be together one day. Well, Willy was already 28 years old and had been in the war. He 
was more mature than I was at 16. Then he talked it all over with my Dad, and I was glad,” Erika 
remembered. 

- Willy had been thinking of immigrating to Canada and in October 1956 told Erika that he was ready 
to go.   

- Before he left, Willy asked Erika’s father for permission to marry her. Alois Bernklau agreed on the 
condition that the wedding could not take place until Erika was 17. 

- Erika and Willy were married in Weiden on her 17th birthday, August 31st, 1957. “The wedding 
guests were family, friends and neighbours, and it was most beautiful,” Erika said. 

- Since Willy had been living in Canada, he did not need a sponsor to return so his and Erika’s 
applications at the consulate was approved much more quickly than was the norm. 

- Erika and Willy boarded the ship, the S.S. Seven Seas, in Bremerhaven, Germany, on April 22nd, 
1958. They were in their ninth month of marriage. 

- Once in Canada, they both travelled to Montreal and then Toronto, where they stayed overnight in 
a hotel. The following day was spent looking for friends from their hometown.   

- They lived in Toronto for three months. 
- When Willy got hired at the Bicroft Uranium Mine in Cardiff, near Bancroft, Ontario, they could not 

find an apartment or house to rent, so the Triesls moved into an abandoned farmhouse. They 
cleaned and fixed a room and lived there without hydro or telephone. Water was drawn from a 
large well. “I loved Canada so I did not care how I lived,” said Erika. “I walked through the bush 
every day that fall and saw the most beautiful colour explosion nature can bring. The maple trees 
were red, yellow, and gold. I was about five months pregnant at the time,” Erika noted. 

- The Triesls corresponded with two couples from their hometown who had moved to Balmertown in 
the gold mining district of Red Lake, Ontario. They were Maria and Georg Prem and Magdalena 
(Leni) and Alfred Sadtler. Leni actually grew up on the same street as Willy Triesl. Both couples 
wrote of their happy lives in the north and encouraged Erika and Willy to join them. They decided 
to take a chance.   

- In May 1959 they bid farewell to Bancroft, loaded their small yellow Nash Rambler car and 
travelled 1,200 miles to Balmertown. 

- Two weeks after their arrival, they rented a house in Red Lake from Zygmunt Jezyk. This is where 
Erika and Willy met their neighbours, Ellen and Jerry Desmeules. “Ellen became my soul friend,” 
said Erika. “I could not speak English other than a few words, and Ellen made time to teach me 
English every day. She had so many children and I knew all of them. Jerry taught me how to make 
the best pie dough there ever was and I am still making the same pies. However, it was not 
perfect. Ellen’s husband got drunk and was mean to her. She came over and talked about her 
problems and I hugged her when she was sad. She was the most gentle, wonderful person I have 
ever met. I miss her still.” 

- “We lived in some primitive conditions but I was brought up poor and my Mom always taught us to 
respect other people, to be kind, to be honest, and make the best of any situation in life. I was not 
unhappy—I loved my life. I still think about Red Lake often. All our children, except Carola, were 
born there,” said Erika. 

- In 1968 the Triesls moved to Madsen when Willy was hired by the Madsen Red Lake Gold Mines, 
Limited.   

- Their Madsen neighbours were Margaret and William (Bill) Carlyon. Bill’s father was postmaster and 
Bill himself was a mine captain. To their left, the Triesls’ neighbours were the Panacheese family. 
The father of the family often gave Erika and Willy gifts of wild rice he had harvested. In return, 
Erika gave Mrs. Panacheese clothing for their children. The Triesls’ fondly remembered Robert 
(Bob) Campbell, who worked for the Madsen Mine. One of his duties was to empty and clean 
houses after miners moved. “He always brought toys for our kids from the houses,” Erika said.    

- They moved from Madsen in 1973 to Campbell River, then Mackenzie, British Columbia.   
- Erika and Willy became Canadian citizens in 1980.   
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- In August 1980, Erika and daughters Diana and Andrea drove many miles to visit old friends in the 
Red Lake area. 

- The Triesls took movies and wrote diaries during their Red Lake years to document their 
surroundings and their life events. 

 
 
Children  
  
Carola Rita 
 

- Carola was conceived on the ship that brought Erika and Willy to Canada in 1958. 
- She was born in Bancroft, Ontario on February 13th, 1959. 

 
Lorenz 
 

- The Triesls’ only son, Lorenz, was born on January 4th, 1961 at the Margaret Cochenour Memorial 
Hospital in nearby Cochenour, Ontario.   

- On March 18th, 1981, the family’s lives were changed forever when Lorenz died in a truck 
accident. 
He was only 20 years old.  
 

Diana  
 

- Diana was born on March 2, 1967 at the Margaret Cochenour Memorial Hospital in Cochenour, 
Ontario.   

 
Andrea  
 

- Andrea was the youngest child, born on June 9th, 1969 at the Red Lake Red Cross Memorial 
Hospital. 
 

 
 
  


